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The Trend of Business 


IN THE UNITED STATES 

Business Activity for the 4-week period ending March 
18 was down fractionally from the previous 4 weeks, but 
was 2 per cent above the corresponding period last year, 
and for the first 2 months of this year was 1 per cent 
above, according to the New York Times Business Activ- 
ity Index. 

Freight Car Loadings for the same 4-week period were 
up 7 per cent from the previous 4 weeks but were 6 per 
cent below the corresponding 4-week period in 1949, and 
for the first two months of this year were 12 per cent 
below last year. 

Bank Debits outside New York City dropped 7 per cent 
in February from January, but were 5 per cent above 
February 1949, and for the first 2 months of this year 
were 3 per cent above last year. 

Life Insurance Sales were up 6 per cent in February 
from January, were 5 per cent above February, 1949, and 
for the first 2 months of this year were up 2 per cent 
as compared with the same period last year. 

Industrial Production as measured by the Federal Re- 
serve Board Index in February 
was 2 per cent below January, 
was 5 per cent below February 
1949, and for the first 2 months 
vt this year was 5 per cent below 
last year. 

Electric Power Production was 
down 10 per cent, was 6 per cent 
above February 1949, and for the 
first 2 months of this year was 
5 per cent above last year. 

Bituminous Coal Production 
was off 62 per cent in February 
from January, was 75 per cent 
below February 1949, and for the 
first two months of this year was 
54 per cent below last year. 

Steel Production was down 5 
per cent in February from Janu- 
ary, was 9 per cent below Feb- 
ruary 1949, and for the first 2 
months of this year was 6 per 
cent below last year. The steel 
industry operated at 89 per cent 
of its capacity in February as 
compared with 94 per cent in 
January. 

Machine Tool Shipments were 
up 6 per cent in February from January, but were 21 per 
cent below February 1949, and for the first two months 
of this year were down 22 per cent as compared with the 
same period last year. 

Construction Activity as measured by the value of con- 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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Ohio and United States Business 
February, 1950 Compared with February, 1949 


BUSINESS INDICATOR 


COMMERCIAL FAILURES 


COAL PRODUCTION 
TOTAL CONSTR. CONTRACTS 
RES. CONSTR. CONTRACTS 


TOTAL RETAIL SALES 


UNITED STATES 
Source: Tables on pages 2a and 3a 


IN OHIO 

Bank Debits in 16 Ohio cities dropped 7 per cent in Feb- 
ruary from January, but were up 2 per cent from Febru- 
ary 1949, and for the first 2 months of this year were frac- 
tionally below last year. 

Life Insurance Sales were up 4 per cent in February 
from January, were 5 per cent below February 1949, and 
for the first 2 months of this year were 8 per cent below 
last year. 

Agricultural Income dropped 4 per cent in February 
from January, was 1 per cent above February 1949, and 
for the first 2 months of this year, agricultural income 
was 3 per cent below last year. As compared with Feb- 
ruary 1949, agricultural income from meat animals and 
grains increased, but income from dairy products, poultry 
and eggs declined. 

Electric Power Production dropped 4 per cent in Febru- 
ary from January, was 2 per cent above February 1949, 
and for the first 2 months of this year was 1 per cent 
above last year. 

Construction Activity as measured by the value of the 
contracts awarded dropped 12 
per cent in February from Janu- 
ary, was 2 per cent above Febru- 
ary 1949, and for the first 2 
months of this year was 15 per 
cent above the same period of 
last year. 

Residential Construction was 
up 2 per cent in February from 
January, was 180 per cent above 
February 1949, and for the first 
2 months of this year was 131 
per cent above the same period 
of last year. 

Non-Residential Construction 
was down 47 per cent in Febru- 
ary from January, and was 45 per 
cent below February 1949, and 
for the first 2 months of this year 
was down 23 per cent as com- 
pared with last year. 

Public Works and Utilities was 
up 198 per cent in February from 
January, was 40 per cent below 
February 1949, and for the first 
2 months of this year was 33 
per cent below last year. 

Retail Sales of independent 
stores were up 1 per cent in February from January, were 
up 3 per cent from February 1949, and for the first 2 
months of this year were 3 per cent above last year. 

Dyers’ and Cleaners’ Sales dropped 11 per cent in Feb- 
ruary from January, were 10 per cent below February 
1949. 
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IN THE UNITED STATES 

(Continued from Page 1) 
tracts awarded was up 7 per cent in February from 
January; was up 37 per cent from February 1949 and 
was 44 per cent above the first 2 months of this 
year as compared with last year. 

Residential Construction was up 5 per cent in Feb- 
ruary from January, was 87 per cent above Febru- 
ary 1949, and for the first 2 months of this year was 
100 per cent above last year. 

Non-Residential Construction was up 13 per cent 
in February from January, was up 20 per cent from 
February of last year, and for the first 2 months of 
this year was 13 per cent above last year. 

Retail Sales of independent stores dropped 4 per 
cent in February from January, but were 4 per cent 
above February 1949, and for the first 2 months of 
this year were 3 per cent above last year. 

Department Store Sales were up 4 per cent in 
February from January, but were 2 per cent below 
February 1949, and for the first 2 months of this 
year were 8 per cent below last year. 

Commodity Prices at Wholesale were up 1 per 
cent in February from January, but were 3 per cent 
below February 1949, and for the first 2 months of 
this year were 5 per cent below last year. 

Retail Food Prices dropped 1 per cent in Febru- 
ary from January, were 2 per cent below February 
1949. 


FOOTNOTES FOR BULLETIN TABLES 


tChange in number of failures; *Figures in parentheses show 
number of firms reporting this month; Data not available; 
‘Only percentage change available; ‘Adjusted for seasonal 
changes; ‘Bureau of Business Research estimate; *Adjusted for 
number of working days; *Data cover county area; "Includes 
additions, alterations and repairs along with residential and non- 
residential; Preliminary; ‘Revised; ‘Weighted; *Less than 
0.5%; yMore than 1,000% increase. 

Primary Sources: 


Computed from original data collected by the Bureau of Busi- 
ness Research from: ‘Local Power f— Light Co’s.; *County 
Clerk of Courts; *Ohio Cleaners and Dyers. 

Computed by the Bureau of Business Research from data col- 

in cooperation with: ‘Bureau of the Census, U. S. Dept. 
of Commerce. 

5Computed by the Bureau of Business Research from data su 
plied by the Division of Research and Statistics of the Ohio 
Bureau of Unemployment Compensaion, collected in Cooperation 
with the Bureau of Labor Statistics, U. S. Dept. of Labor; *Fed- 
eral Power Commission ; "Life Insurance Sales ch Bureau; 
and from data of: ®Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve 
System ; °F. W. Dodge Corporation. 

Other Data Sources: “New York Times; “Association of 
American Railroads; “Dun & Bradstreet, Inc.; “American Iron 
& Steel Institute; “Steel Magazine; “Federal Reserve Board; 
S. Dept. of Agriculture; “Commercial Chron- 
icle; “U. S. Bureau of Labor Statistics; “Wards Reports 
Federal Power Commission; “Bituminous Coal Division, U. 8. 
Dept. of Interior; “U. S. Steel Corporation; @F. W. Dodge 
Corporation ; “Chain Store Age; *U. 8. Dept. of Commerce; 
*Fairchild Publications ; Standard and Poor’s Corp.; "Dept. of 
Rural Economics, O. 8. U.; *National Industrial Conference 
Board; ®R. L. Polk & Co.; “Ohio Bureau of Unemployment 
Compensation. 
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General Business 


Totals, or Average Indexes for %o | Jo % 
4 Weeks Ended on Indicated Dates 
Bus. 8/18/50 ......Number 150 151,— * |+ #1 
Fght. Car Loadings" 3/18/50 “Thous. 2,555 2,378 | + 7\|— 6 |—12 
Com. Failures" 3/18/50 .....Number 81 844'— 3 | + 8 | + 25 
Calendar Months 
Bank Dbts. (Excl. N.Y.C.)** 1935-39 303 824;— 7 |+ 5 + 3 
Seasonally Adjusted, at Ann. Rates: 219 218;+ * |+ 4/\/+ 8 
Tot. Pers. Income Pay.™.4 Bil. Dol 134 134{|— * |— 1 
Salaries and Wages Inc.-4 208 199;+ 2 6 + 5 
Inc.®: 239 387; — 29 |— 6 |— 
Agr. Inc. (Cash 1935-89 | 
Life Ins. 204 198;+ 6 }+ 5 2 
Steel Ind. Oper. Capacity 89 94;— 5 |— 12 |— 
Securities ued!?,— New. . Mil. Dol. 702 817|— 14 | + 56 | + 37 
Securities Issued’*—Refunding ” 97 369|— 74 | + 49 +182 
Employment and Pay Rolls” 
«No. Employed—Mfg. ......... +1939 140 140;+ * |— 56 |— 6 
Pay Rolls—Manufacturing .... 330 330;+ * |— 3 |— 
Production 
Industrial Prod.5 ..........1985-89 176 179|— 2 |— 5 |— 5& 
lec. Power Prod.™..Mil. of K.W.H.| 24,270| 26,871 — 10 |+ 6 |+ 5 
Bitum. Coal Prod.”..... . Tons | 11,808! 30,082 — 62 |— 75 |— 54 
Steel Prod.’ Av. Weekly Tons Thous.1, 695,612 1,790, 152 | — a — 9 |— 6 
Pig Iron Prod.*........Thous. Tons » | b b 
Mach. Tool Shipments". 1945—47 56 |+ — 21 |— 22 
Construction (Value of Contracts Awarded—37 Eastern States) 
. — Mo.Mov.Av. 1923=25 | 217 | 198} + 10 | + 49 |+ 44 
Total® .............+.Thous. of Dol. | | 779,580 | 730,855|+ 7 | +37 |+ 44 
361,452 | 343,501; + 5 | + 87 | +100 
Nonresidentia!™ ...... ” | 265,567 | 285,294 | + 13 | + 20 + 13 
Public Works & Util.“ 152,511 152,060|+ * |_— 19 
Distribution 
e e | + 4 \+ 3 
«Dept. Store Sales™..........1935-39 224 216|;+ 4 2i— 38 
Prices 
* Wholesale Commod. Prices’*....1926' 153| 152/+ 1 3 |— 
* Cost of 167 | 167'— * |— 2 
Retail Food Prices......... 196 | 196;— 1 2 |— 8 
Dept. Store Prices®......... 137 | 137 83 |— 8 
Banking and Finance 
| CHANGE FROM 
Mar.15 | Mar. 16 | Mar. 17 
| t Last 
1950 1949 1948 I Month Year 
Unit | | Amt. | Pr.ct 
Federal Reserve Banks™® | % 
U.S. Gov. Securities. ..Mil. Dol. 17,791 | 21,500 “= i+ 10|— 17 
Member Bank Borrowi 74 | 430 195 |— 
Member Banks—101 Ci 8 | 24,652 24,889 23, 392 — 125\;— 1 
Bus. & . Loans and 13,889 15,095 14,665 | — 146\|;— 8 
Open Market Paper | 
Brok. & Other Secur. “ 2,052 | 1,891 1,515 | + 2i+ 9 
Real Estate Loans... 4,442 4,084 3,611/+ 9 
Other Loans ........ 4,498 3,826 8,566 | + 18 
* Total Investments .... ne 42,203 37,470 40,364 | + 3\+ 13 
* U.S. Gov. Obligations. . ee 36,877 33,112 | 36,061 — 98'+ 11 
Demand Deposits ..... | 47,286 46,182 47,011' + 2 
Deposits 15,430 15,115 | 14,730 | + 2 
oney | 
Money in Cireulation.. | 27,0283! 27,500| 27,920 | » 
Monetary Gold Stock.. | 24,320, 24,305) 23,119|— 23/4 * 
Security Markets” | | 
Stock Prices—865 Ind. "85-89 | 147 | 124 118, + 3 + 19 
20Reils 110 97 102 It + 18 
110 95 15 
Bond¥ld-Corp-Al+ (high gr. | 2.548 2.699| 2813)+ .002|— 6 
* Indicates Series Charted (psxe 2). For Sources and Footnotes, see page 2. 
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Reference Data—Ohio = 


| CHANGE FROM 
| Last 
Montn| Year 
: ITEM Feb. Jan. Feb. | Feb. 2 
1950 1950 1950 1950 mos, 
Unit | from | from 1950 
or Index Jan Feb. f 
Base Period | 1950 | 1949 | 1949 
General Business 
%o % % 

Bank Debits®-t -1985-—8f 299 321;— 7 i+ 
Commercial F; (Number 37 10 | + 68 | + } 
Commercial Linbilities®. Thous. Dol. 1,143 908 + 26  — 47 | — 27 
Life Ins. Sales’........++...1985-88 190 188'+ 5 |— 8 
Agr. Income™—Total .......1984-88 201 210'— 1j— 38 

Meat Ani 312 3384;— 7 /+16 |+ 8 
Dairy P 196 8 |—11 |— 10 
Grates 132 25 8 |— 1 
Poultry and Eggs......... 107 130,|— 18 |— 80 | — 30 

Electric Power Produc... 1806-88 275 286;— 1 

Bit. Coal Prod.* 4 wks. Thous. T ‘ons 1,341 1,900 | — 29 |— 49 | — 38 
Construction (Value of Contracts Awarded)”* 

© Total (Index) .............1895-89 286 269;— 12 |+ 2 15 
362 354'+ 2 | +180 131 
Nonresidential 193 47 |— 45 | — 28 
Public Works & Utilities: . — | 131 45| +198 |— 40 | — 33 

Distribution 
Retail Sales—Independent Stores¢ | 

All Lines¥ (1641)* 93. 204 210;— 3 |+ 8 ft 8 

All Lines¥:4 (1641). = 259 8 3 
All (1641). e e + li+ 38 8 
1 1 —- 8i— 1 |— 2 
Apparel (158) .... 152 184|— 17 |— 11 |— 10 
niture (136) 186 177'+ |+18 |+ 8 
Lumber (156) .......... 186 216;— 14 | + 9 

Dyers’ a Cleaners’ Sales* (52) 212;—11 |— 10 |— 7 
Passgr. Car Reg. New? (39 cos. y “No. 19, 353 19,979 — 8 |+ 49 |+ 50 
Truck New® (38 cos.) ...... 196 2,041 + 8 |— 8 
Used Car Reg.? (32 cos.) ....... 47,127 | 45,259; + 4 | + 58 | + 35 
Living Costs (6 cities)® ..Jan. | "160 160}— *|— 1|— 2 

Placements, Unemployment and Unemployment Compensation” 
Placements by O.E.S........... 14,229| 13,395|+ 2/+ 6 |— 5 
Registered for Work with 0.E.S. 194, 306 | 200,081 |— 3 | + 47 | + 54 
Total Benefit Payments. Thows. Dol. “13,149 | — 12 +815 
Av. Receiving Benefits Wkly.. 181381 i— 7 176 | +287 
Wkly. Per 28.71| 28.42) + 1 | + 25 | + 25 
Com. Fund. .Mil, Dot 513 | 1 i— 8 
Employment, Pay Rolls and Earnings® 
Number Employed : | | 

Total¥ (5270)* .......... 1935-39 126 | |— 7 

e Manufacturing’ (1777) 119 | 118;+ 1'— 7 '— 8 

Trade and Pub. (2810) 119 1200;\— 1 |— 6 6 

e Construction (584) ....... aa | 117 129;—- 10 |— 6 |— 4 

ay Rolls : 

(1777) 293 288'+ 2/— 6 

‘Trade and Pub. Util.” (2810) | = |— 2 |= 3 

218 245;— 11 |—11 |— 9 

e Man-Hours—Mfg.¥ (1754) 1386 2\|— 6|— 7 
Wage Earner Mfg.” (1754) . ” 

Av. Hours Worked ........ . No. 399 $94;+ 1/+ 2/+ 1 
Banking (4th Federal Reserve District)5 
CHANGE FROM 
Mar. 15 | Mar. 16 | Mar. 17 
ITEM t 
1950 1949 1948 Month. | Year | 
Unit 
Cleveland Federal Reserve Bank $ % 
U.S. Gov. Securities Thous.Dol. | 1,649,170 | 1,982,953 | 1,953,153 | + 906 — 17 
Member Bank Borrowings ”" | 4,799 31,939 | 38,058 | — 7,856 |— 85 
Member District | 
¢ Total Loans ......... Mil. Dol. 1,476 1,526 1,463 | + 6|\— 3 
Bus. & Agr. Loans and 
Open Mkt. Paper... | 814 985 910 + 12|— 18 
k. & “Other Secur.” | 
114 | 71 | 12)+4 61 
Real Estate Loans. . 7" | 276 239 | + 1i'+ 9 
Other Loans ........ ” | 267 228 210 | + 2\+ 17 

Total Investments .... | 3,204 2,859 2,848, + 28 + 12 

U.S. Gov. Obligations.. 2,833 | 2,514 2,512 + 20 + 13 
Demand Deposits ..... ” 3,140 | 2,986 2,962 + 26;+ 5 
Time Deposits ........ = 1,890 | 1,404 | 1,825 | + 7j— 1 

* Indicates Series Charted (pages 3, 4, or 6). For Sources and Footnotes, 
see page 2. 
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= in Ohi 
Business in io 
1960 
rom 
OHIO EMPLOYEE GROSS EARNINGS® EMPLOYED 
AREA | Fesruary, 1950 | Fepruary, 1949 
(County) Weekly | Hourly| Weekly | Hourly 400 
+ 90 ufacturing :® 340 
3 Cincinnati (818) ........ 56.92 | 1.41 5.7 1.87 280 
eland (474) 64.28 1.61 62. 1.60 
Columbus (105) ........ 56.48 1.48 | 655.17 1.40 one 
Dayton (112) ........- 67.47 1.70 | 64. 1.66 
66.79 1.72 | 65.22 1.71 4 | 
~ 38 Youngstown (34) ...... 59.75 1.59 62.0 1.61 160 Le | 160 
other counties (737) | 58.67 1.48 57.71 1.47 
Total Ohio (2029).... 61.00 1.58 59.40 1.52 ; ev 100 
100 } 
+ 16 pee 47.10 | 1.20 69 | 1.18 | | 
$131 48.08 1.09 41.76 1.08 40 a9 
Cincinnati (321) 45.19 114 44.38 1.09 
Columbus | (174) 4157 | 102 | 4215 1.02 PRODUCTION AND 580 
Toledo ( 12a | 4865 120 CONSTRUCTION | 520 
— Youngstown (59 46.19 1.18 | 45.05 | 1.12 520 . } i 
50.48 1.26 46.51 1.17 | CONSTRUCTION 4 
47.72 1.21 46.57 1.15 460 CONTRACTS 460 
73.65 | 2.18 | 69.96 | 1.99 
63.61 2.07 78.28 | 2.08 400 
8 Cincinnati (101) 67.86 1.97 $9.18 1.88 I 
60.56 | 1.75 | 66.77 | 1.71 340 340 
re 72.59 | 2.23 | 71.81 | 2.04 280 Visi 280 
70.82 | 2.06 | 70.92 | 1.95 220 220 
57,70 1.54 | 58.87 1.50 w 
55.18 | 1.44 | 55.2 1.44 160 | 1 
62.31 | 1.81 | 51.17 | 1.27 
60.84 1.52 | 658.72 1.48 100 
Ts 59.05 | 1.54 | 59.08 | 1.54 40 1 40 
. ) 55.77 1.45 | 57.14 1.46 | 
All r counties (2618) 55.97 1.42 54.01 1.87 Litii jit 
Total Ohio (5557)....| 56.06 1.42 55.28 1.39 TRADE 
© Covers production workers including working foreman. 580 TTTTTTTTTTT} S80 
@ Covers all employees except executives and other high-salaried : 
— 7 employees. 520 520 
— 8 ® Covers all construction employees except executives and other 
— 6 high-salaried employees. 
— 460 460 
400 400 
2 
NEW AUTOMOBILE REGISTRATIONS: 280 \ 280 
7 MAJOR OHIO COUNTIES“ 
Change Per- 220 ’ 220 
1B FROM Make o* Car Feb. Feb. age 160 160 
= Feb. Jan. 1950 | 1950 | of 
Last 1950 1950 from | from | Total 
Year Jan. | Feb. | 2 mos 100 -¥ 100 
Pr.Ct. 1950 | 1949 | 1950 
40 
{= 20 56 20 
27 | + 48 5 4000 
& 
21+ 17 — ii 10 8 3000 3000 
4 5 43 2 2500 2500 
fut [=H | sooo 
= 
82 | — 58 x 
1000 | 1000 
—1/+8 100 500 500 
i941 1943 1945 1947 
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1941 1943 1945 
TOTAL MANUFACTURING (1935-19392100) 


400 
340 
280 
220 
160 
100 
400 
340 
280 
220 | + 220 
PAYROLLS 
220 220 
160) — 4 | 160 
NUMBER EMPLOYED 
100 
LUMBER 
460 460 
400 400 
340 340 
280 280 
220 220 
NUMBER. Eb EMPLOYED 
100! 100 
MACHINERY 
640 640 
580 580 
520 520 
460 460 
400 400 
340 340 
280 280 
220 
160 
100! 100 
PRODUCTS 
280 280 
220 220 
160 160 


Number Employed, Pay Rolls, id 


Manufacturing Employment was up 1 per cent in Feb. up 2 
ruary from January 1950, but was 7 per cent below] 5 pel 
February 1949, and for the first 2 months of the year was of th 
8 per cent below last year. All but 2 of the 11 major man- with 
ufacturing industry groups reported increases in February creas 
from January. As compared with February 1949, 4 of Por 
the major manufacturing groups reported increases and man 
7 declines. For the first 2 months of the year, all but 2 of work 
the major manufacturing groups reported declines. Tr 

Manufacturing Pay Rolls were up 2 per cent in Febru- cent 
ary from January but were 4 per cent under February ruar 
1949, and for the first two months of the year were 5 per 6 pe 
cent below last year. Six of the major manufacturing in F 
groups reported pay roll increases in February from Jan- ary 
uary, and 5 reported decreases. As compared with Febru- per : 


ary 1949, 5 major industry groups reported employment (x 
increases and 6 declines. 


ruar 
Man-Hours Worked in manufacturing industries were| man 
= 
| EMPLOYED* 
INDEX 
1985-39=100 Cuancs = 
INDUSTRIAL GROUP 

Feb. 2 

| 1950 1950 mos. 
Feb Jan. | from | from | 1950} | Ji 
|| 1950 | 1950 | Jan. | Feb. | fromp| 1! 

| 1950 | 1949 | 1949 

% | % | % 
All Manufacturing (1777)¥.... 119 118 lj— 8 

Chemicals (127)® 146 1441/+ 1|—1 

Food Products (187)......... | 71 73 
Bakery (49) ....... 97 100 |—  2/+ 1/+ 8 
Miscellaneous (138) . 62 a 33 | — 82 ‘ 

Lumber Products (81).. 145 1385 | + 8/+ 2/— 8 
Furniture (34) ...... 126 123/+ 8 
Miscellaneous (47) 111 112 ‘ 

Machinery (329) ............ 190 1890 | + 6|—12|;—1 ‘ 
Electrical Mach., Apparatus |, 

and Supplies 218 223 |— 15 |— 16 
Machine Tools (29)........ 93 98 |— *|— 23 
Material Handling and \ 

Power Machinery (10)... 192 171 |+ 12 |—11 |— 66 | 
Spec. Mach. & Appl. (189).. 108 108 |—_ |— 18 | — 19 

Metal Products (424)......... || 182 130 |+ 3 
Foundry Products and \ 

Drop Forgings (28)...... 121 119} + 2\|—19 |—2 
Pipes, Pumps, Valves and " 

Plumbers’ Supplies (12).. | 90 92i— 2\|— 5|— 6 
Screw Machine Products 

and Hardware (31)...... 121 119 |} + 
Sheet Metal Work (67)..... 181 128/+ 6|— 71 
Steel Works and |! 

Rolling Mills (56)........ 147 
Stoves and Furnaces (26)... 80 ™%é@\)+ 4)— — 18 
Miscellaneous (209) ....... 144 141 2|— 

Paper and Printing (217).... 115 14/+ */—l|—2 
Paper, incl. Stationery (16). 120 121 — 1j— — 2 
Print. and Publish. (128)... 114 114 *|—19 |— 19 
Miscellaneous (73) ........ 4217 116606 + «1 

Rubber Products (39)........ | 152 150 |} + 
Tires and Tubes (11)....... 154 1538 |} + 21 
Miscellaneous (28) ........ | 153 

Stone, Clay, and Glass 

Products (125) .......... 118 4|—7 
Brick 127 2|— 4|— 171 

109 97 4|—10 
Vitreous ad Semi-Vitreous 

China and Pottery (18).. 129 4/— 5 
Miscellaneous (63) 84 84j/— 4/— 4 

Men’s Clothing (33) 92 2/+ 2 
Miscellaneous (6 84 81 7/+ 7 

Autos and Parts (31) 118 118 |+ 2\;— 4 
Cars, Electric and ' 

Street Railway (4)...... 135 99 | + 36 |— 31 |— 4 

Mise. Manufacturing (93).... 98 97 /+ 

Tot. Trade & Pub. (2810) , 119 120/|— 1/— 6|— 6 
Trade (Ret. & $18) 104 107 |— 3|—18 |— 138 
Transp. & Pub. Ut 116). 139 139 |+ =|— 8|;— 8 

Construction (584) ............ \ 117 129/—10|— 6|— 4 

Mines and Quarries (99)........ c 8 e — 51 |— 52 | — 28 | 


Indexes of Number employed and pay rolls based on the 


employment 
of 472,458 persons in 4,755 firms. Figures in parentheses show num r 
man- 


For sources and footnotes, see page 2. 
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s, td Man-Hours in Ohio Industry 


1 Feb-| up 2 per cent in February from January 1950, but were 
below| 5 per cent below February 1949, and for the first 2 months 
ar was of the year were 7 per cent below last year. As compared 
with February 1949, 4 of the major groups reported in- 
creases in the man-hours worked and 7 reported decreases. 
For the first 2 months of the year only one of the major 
manufacturing groups reported an increase in man-hours 
worked. 

. Trade and Public Utilities Employment dropped 1 per 
cent in February from January, and 6 per cent from Feb- 
ruary 1949, and for the first 2 months of the year dropped 
6 per cent below last year. Pay rolls dropped fractionally 


eturing in February from January, were 2 per cent below Febru- 
m Jan- ary 1949, and for the first 2 months of the year were 3 
Febru- per cent below last year. 
oyment Construction Employment was down 10 per cent in Feb- 
‘ruary from January, and 6 per cent below February 1949, 
s were| manufacturing groups reported an increase. 
Pay Rouis*® Man-Hours® 
INDEX 

=100 1985-89— 100 Cuancs 

2 ‘eb. | Feb. 2 " 2 

mos. 1950 | 1950 | mos. | 1950 | 1950 ; 
.| 1950 . | Jan. | from | from | 1950 | Feb. Jan. | from | from 1950 

from — | 1950 an. | Feb. | from 1950 1950 | Jan. | Feb. | from 
| 1949 1950 | 1949 | 1949 1950 | 1949 | 1949 
8 2/— 4|— 5& 136 | 138/+ 2/— 7 
m2 4/+ 5/+ 8 168} 151/+ * 
3|/— 3|— 1 89 2/— 5|— 3 
8 3/+ 7 190 | 107/+ =|— 1 
| — 4|— 4 15 6/— 5& 
3 2 168 | 149/+ 9/+ 3/— 2 
4/— 7 | 146] 141/+ 4/— 6/— 8 
17|— 3|— 4|— 8 | 108| 3|— 2|— 2 
2 | — 15 a7 2|—17\;—17 | 191 |— 1/—17|—18 
5|—17|/—16 | 21 3|—17/—18 
23 |— 24 87 8 |+ 2|— 24 |— 25 
1 |— 16 Bll |}+16|/— 284) 2071/4 18/— 7|—11 
| —19 |— =|— 16 | — 16 105 |— * 17 | — 18 
8 sg 1/— 2 ms| 2|/— 8 
8|—2\|—2 | 186 | 7|— 22 |— 24 
260 | +18 |—10|—18 | 134/ 9|/—17 
6|— 17 49 4) 161 4/— 6 
4 uu 815 |— 3 15 16 174 | 178 1 18 17 
9 +i 168 | + 7 | 76 72 6 +i 
1 |— 18 166 | 162|/+ 2|—12/|— 18 
i+ 1 127| 127|/+ *|— 3\— 4 
2|—§ 132 | 1897|— 4|— 6|— 5 
2 | + 278 4/+24/+ 20 | 184 177 24 20 
$4/+ 6/+17/+ 8 | 145] 187/+ 5/+ 6/+ 2 
4|—1 8 12 105 9/— 6|— 10 
279 1 14 15 122 | 120 2|— 138 | — 15 
237 15 |— 5 12 109 91 — 9 
a|— & 192 s|— 7|— 9 85 78 s|— 7|/— 9 
4|— wit 6\— 8 73 nit 
5|+ mi— 6|— 8 89 6|— 6|— 
2 209)}+14/+ 4/+ 2 111 99}+12/+ 1 
71+ 17 285 5/+18/+ 11 || 92 4/+ 9/+ 8 
zi— 834 | 168] 141/418 *|— 6 
815 |+10)/+ 4/— 2 m2] 8/+ 8/— 2 
31 | — 48 164 | + 44 | — 21 | — 35 169 | 128 | + 38 | — 23 | — 36 
7\—u 656 | + 20 |— 16 | — 24 278 | 235 |+ 19 |— 19 | — 26 

_ x — — 
| 100| 108 |~ 3 |—16|—18 
3 1/— 1 | 165| 165|— =|— 7|/— 6 
¢|/— 4 245 /—1j/—1|— 9 e 
52 | — 28 e 51 || e |— 40 |— 57 |— 42 


m ploy ment Persons in 5,270 firms; indexes of man-hours, on the empolyment 
how num reporting employment and payroll. In some cases fewer report 
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Business Conditions in 


8 


AKRON 


Total employment in February increased frac- 
tionally from January but was 8 per cent below Feb- 
ruary 1949. Total pay rolls were up 2 per cent from 
January but down 2 per cent from February of last 
year. 

February bank debits decreased 6 per cent from 
January and increased 3 per cent from the same 
month last year. Retail sales showed an increase of 
9 per cent from January but they were down 7 per 
cent from February 1949. February industrial pow- 
er consumption jumped up 22 per cent from last 
month and 6 per cent from February a year ago. 


CANTON 


February total employment increased 1 per cent 
from January but dropped 22 per cent from Febru- 
ary 1949. Total pay rolls for February followed 
very closely the same trend. 

Bank debits showed a decline in February of 4 
per cent from January and 6 per cent from Febru- 
ary 1949. Retail sales also dropped in February, 8 
per cent from last month and 2 per cent from Feb- 
ruary of last year. Canton was the only city of the 
eight reporting cities to report no commercial fail- 
ures for February 1950. 


CINCINNATI 


Total employment decreased 1 per cent in Febru- 
ary from January and 9 per cent from February 
1949. Total pay rolls increased fractionally from 
January but were 7 per cent below February of last 
year. Manufacturing employment showed an in- 
crease of 1 per cent from January while nonmanu- 
facturing dropped 2 per cent. 

February bank debits decreased 3 per cent from 
January but were up 4 per cent from February 
1949. Retail sales showed a decline of 7 per cent 
from January and an increase of 3 per cent from 
February of last year. Retail food prices dropped 
a fraction from January and 1 per cent from Feb- 
ruary 1949. 

The steel industry showed an average operating 
rate of 100 per cent of capacity during February, 
2 points below last month. 


CLEVELAND 


Total employment increased 1 per cent from Janu- 
ary while total pay rolls decreased 1 per cent and 
both dropped from February 1949, 10 per cent and 
7 per cent, respectively. Manufacturing employ- 
ment increased 2 per cent from the previous month 
while nonmanufacturing decreased 1 per cent and 
construction decreased 4 per cent in the same period. 

February bank debits were down 11 per cent from 
January and were a fraction greater than February 
1949. Retail sales in February were 6 per cent be- 
low the previous month and a fraction below Febru- 
ary of last year. Retail food prices also showed 
decreases of a fraction from January and 3 per cent 
from February 1949. 

In February the steel industry operated at 98 per 
cent of capacity, 1 point above last month. 
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9 
t 1|/—12 |—13 

it s|—s|—23 

Ret. Sales—Independent Stores‘ (80)* % 

ew 'rucks ... 

Cost of Living™................Jan. 168 162) + * 1|— 2 

” Liabilities Thous-Dol.| 10' 6| +67 | —83 | — 73 
Indus. Power Consump. Indexi-t 1935-89 396 | +22 + 1 
| “sev| sis| + 73 | — 2 | — 26 

CANTON 
loyed 

1935—39| 116) + 1 = 
All Manufacturing (76)*.......  ” 114) + 2) — 2 | — 31 
Trade & Pub. Util. (83)*...... | 11) — 6 
Construction (26)* .......... 138; 143;— 3 —20 | —21 
Pay Rolls:5 Total™ (185)*... 233 | 2as|+ 2 | —23 | — 24 
All Manufacturing (76)*. 266 | + 4 | — 15 38 
Construction (26)* ...... neste 251 | el — $8 | —2 | —20 

Ret. Salee—Independent Stores‘ % | |—8 —2!— 65 

Registogtions Row Cars .....No. ons one + 

lew Trucks ... j 

"Bank Debite, 800) 318) — 4 — | = 10 

ilities Dol 0 0 | 0 
Val. Bide. Permits*:* Total®. . 615 320 + +" 
| 25, + 7 | +794 | +716 
CINCINNATI 

Number 
Total® (826)* ............ .1935-39| 108} — 1 | — 9 | — 10 
All Manufacturing (319)*.....- 144| 1/—9/— 9 
Trade & Pub. Util. (406)*..... ” | 88 
Construction (101)* ........... ” | 82 3 + 5 
| 178) 1) —10 | —11 
10;— 6|— € 
Independent Stores‘ (196)" %| ©¢ 
Agto Registrations Hew Cars, .....No. 2.536 2,456 +3 ts 

New eee 
Cost of Living™................Jam. 1989) 162) 162;— *|/— 1|— 1 
Liab: -Thous. Dol. 20 38| — 47 | — 95 | — 87 
Val Bids. Permits®:t Total. 114 248 +3 
17 407, — 96 | — 59 | — 12 
d. Oper. Ratel® Wis. Av. Cap. | 100; 102;— 3|— 1 
CLEVELAND 

umber Employed 
1935-39 121| 120| + 1 | — 10 | = 
* Pay Rolls:* Total® (1017)* § 
All Manufacturing (479)*. + — § 
Trade & Pub. Util. (884)*..... 8 
Construction (154) * ” 400} 484;-— 8 — 9 —10 

Ret. Sales—Independent Sores‘ (221) % e —- 6 — *\|+ 4 

ew Tuc: eee — = 

Cost of Living™................Jam. 1939 160 | 160 oj;—i1 ee 1 

Retail — =| — — 4 

ere: ‘ailures™ ...........++..No. | 
Liabilities? Theus. Dol.| 255| 841| — 25 | — 84 | — 71 
3 518 | +169 +300 +187 
Steel Ind. Oper. Rate 4 Wks. Av. % Cap. 98 oi + 1 — 2 — il 


* Indicates Series Charted (Page 6). 
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v | Feb. | J. ontH| LAST 
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ITEM | Feb. | Jan. Feb. Feb. 2 
| 1950 | 1950 | 1950 1950 | mos. 
Unit | from from 1950 
or Index | | Jan. | Feb. | from 
Base Period | | 1950 1949 1949 
COLUMBUS 
% 

Number Employed | * 
-1935—39' 1283) 1283;— * |— 5 | — 6 
All (105) * | 120 114; + 5 — 10 
Trade & Pub. Util. (231) 119; 121;— 2;/— 2/;— 2 
Construction (27)* ..... +4 155 181| — 15 + 8 + 9 

Pay Rolls:5¢ Total® (363) | 277 280; — 1 
All Manufacturing (105)* 354 $36; + 
Trade & Pub. 231) | 217) 221; — 38 2 
Construction (27)® ....... | 822) 894; — 18 

Ret. Sales—Independent Stores* (188) e — 5 + 2 + 5 

Auto Registrations :*+* New Cars ..... No. | 1,781 | 1,874; — 5 + 61 + 74 
Mow see 17 169; + 3 | +12 |— 5 

Retail Food Price Index”........1935-89| 178} 177; + * |— 8 |— 7 

¢Bank Debits Index®-t............ 1935-39 309) 317;— + 4/|+ 8 

Commercial No. | 2 3; — It oT 07 

Liabilities’? ...... . Dol. | 57| — 49 —17 + 9% 

Val. Bldg. Permits®-* | 175 190 | + 72 | + 36 
Nonresidential ......... 490| +297 | + 43 | + 18 
Residential .......... 300 | 222 85 | +191 | + 39 

Number Employed :5-s | 
+1]/—6/;—7 
All Manufacturing + 2 —10 | - 11 
Trade & Pub. Util. —1lj—2|;— 2 
— 2 + 18 + 14 

¢ Pay Rolls: Total¥ — 1 — 3 — 3 
All Manufacturing + 1 
Trade & Pub. Util. —1j;—3 —4 
Construction (45)# + [+17 

Ret. Sales—Independent Stores‘ (20)* % e | e + 

Auto Registrations New Cars 1,477 | 1,453, + 2 | + 46 | + 52 
New Trucks . 120; 117) + 3 — 3 

Jan. 1939 155); + * — =|); —1 

¢Bank Debits 350 388) — 10 + 1 + 2 

Commercial Failures™ ........... 3 | 17 + 1f| +_ 3 

Liabilities ...... .Dol.| 30; 208) — 86 | +173 | +852 

Indus. Power Consump. Index!-* .1985-39 309 304' + 2 + 8 + 7 

Val. Bidg.  ” 276| — 41 | + 58 | + 98 
| 544| — 39 | +182 | +239 
Nonresidential ............ eee at — 54 | — 68 | — 16 

TOLEDO 

Number Employed | 
1935-39 82 86; — 5 — 21 — 20 
All Manufacturing (113)*......  ” | 6 | —25 | — 24 
Trade & Pub. Util. (154)@.. | — 2 — 15 — 

e Pay Rolls:5¢ Total® (309)*..... = 169 180| — 6 — 21 — 21 
All Manufacturing (113)*...... “ya | 172 185' — 7 — 22 — 22 
Trade & Pub. Util. (154)*..... ° | 159; 166 — 3 — 16 — 16 
Construction (42)* ........... = 143 159 | — 10 — 18 — 18 

Ret. Sales—Independent Stores‘ (108)* % — 

Auto Registrations : 28 New Cars ..... No. | 1,288 1,448) — 11 + 35 + 35 

ew Trucks ... ” 125, 122; + 2 + 10 — 7 

Cost of Living™........... 1939 162 162 2 

¢Bank Debits Index®-t............ 1935-89 275  284;— 3 1|— 4 
Commercial Failures” ..... 6 | + 6t| + 6 
Liabilities? ...... .Dol. 520, 16,+ 7 +4 7 

Indus. Power Consump. Index!-* 253 272; — 7 8 

Val. — t—Total®... 835: 310| + 8 + 82 + 38 
| 626; 461; + 36 | +844 | +826 
Nonresidential .............+.. . 120| 193| — 38 | — 65 | — 62 

Number Employed :5:& | 
1395-389 115) 116; 1 |—10 | — 10 
All (34)*...... | 188 134/ -— * — 9 — 8 
Trade & Pub. Util. (84)*...... si ill 113, — 2 — 9 — 10 
2: 21; + 8 — 39 — 44 

Pay Rolls: Total® (1387)*..... 243 252; — 4 + 12 + 12 
All Manufacturing (34)*...... “3 289 302; — 4 —12 —l 
Trade & Pub. Util. (84)*...... sc 253 262; — 8 — 3 — 4 
Construction (19)* ............ 81; 8s2;— 1/—18 |—2 

Ret. Sales—Independent (106)* | | + 1 

Auto Registrations New Cars ..... No. bd 

New T ” b b | b b bv 

Cost of Jan.1989 155; 156'— 4 

*Bank Debits Index®!........ 5 | + 4) + 21 
Commercia? Failures™ ........... 3 0; + 3t| + + 

Indus. Power Consump. t 1985-39 — 1 + 4 

Val. Bldg. Permits®:*—Total™..... | 234| + 37 | + 30 | + 78 
Nonresidential - | 97 | + 26 — 38 — 32 

Steel Ind. Oper. Rate™ 4 Wks. Av. % Cap. | | 89 102 | — 138 —16 | — 10 


* Indicates Series Charted (Page 7). 
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2 ief Ohio Citi 
mos. 
1980 the Chie O 10 ities 
1949 
COLUMBUS 1941 1943 1945 1947 1949 =: 1950 
% Total employment and total pay rolls in February COLUMBUS 0935-19390100) INDEX 
_ decreased from January a fraction of a per cent 500 T TTT S00 
— 12 and 1 per cent, respectively, and they decreased from | | bias 
r" : February 1949, 5 per cent and 4 per cent, respective- 
ns os ly. Manufacturing employment was up 5 per cent 400 
— 2 from January but down 10 per cent from February 
of last year. Nonmanufacturing employment de- "4 350 
©% creased 2 per cent from January and February 1949. 300 
re : Bank debits dropped 3 per cent from January but 
07 were 4 per cent greater than in February 1949. Re- A 250 
t tail sales in February were down 5 per cent from f J 200 
T January and up 2 per cent from February a year | VeanK DEBITS 
a ago. Retail food prices were a fraction greater than 150 
January but 8 per cent below February 1949. as 
| DAYTON 
ray Total employment increased 1 per cent from Jan- 

uary and was 6 per cent below February 1949, while 550 
- B total pay rolls decreased 1 per cent from January 500 
— 8 and were 3 per cent below February of last year. 

Manufacturing employment increased from January 450 
but nonmanufacturing and construction showed de- 400 
creases. 

t q February bank debits dropped 10 per cent from 350 
Tose last month and were up 1 per cent from February - 
— of last year. Retail sales were 2 per cent greater 

than in January but 7 per cent below February 50 
1949. Industrial power consumption was up from 

— 20 January and February 1949, 2 per cent and 8 per 00 
cent, respectively. se 

— 
TOLEDO 100 
Total employment and total pay rolls in Febru- 50 
+35 |. ary decreased from January 5 per cent and 6 per TOLEDO 
cent, respectively, and both dropped 21 per cent from 400 TIP TTT TTT TT} 
= A February 1949. All components of employment and 350 
ra : pay rolls showed a similar downward trend. , 
- February bank debits were 3 per cent below Jan- 300 ror 300 
+_38 ANU FACTURING 
+ uary and 1 per cent below the same month last year. ar - ‘ 

— Retail sales showed a decrease of 3 per cent from 250 so 

: last month and 12 per cent from February 1949. 200 200 

d Industrial power consumption in February was down ~ 

a from January and February of last year, 7 per cent 180% : 150 
on rH and 5 per cent, respectively. wei 100 
+1 
— 
ae Total employment and total pay rolls in Febru- YOUNGS TOWN ~ 

b ary decreased from January 1 per cent and 4 per | | 4 fh 
= cent, respectively, and decreased from February 350 350 
+ 3t 1949, 10 per cent and 12 per cent, respectively. Man- BANK DEBITS~a / Ww m 
t 3 ufacturing and nonmanufacturing employment 300 
t A. showed decreases from January while construction 250 250 
it was above last month. 

Sear Bank debits in February were 5 per cent below 200 200 

age 2. January but 4 per cent above February of last year. 150 | / 150 

February retail sales increased 3 per cent from last aaa 
month and 5 per cent from February of last year. 100 , ZS 100 
Industrial power consumption decreased 1 pet cent 
from January and was up a fraction from Febru- - 
| ary 1949. ° 


The steel industry operated in February at 89 per 
cent of capacity, 13 points below January. 
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Average Hourly Earnings Per Wage Earner in the Construction Industry in Ohio Show 
Variations As Between Different Size Firms and As Between Firms in Different Areas 


Hourly earnings per wage earner in the construction 
industry in general are high relative to hourly earnings 
per employee in some of the other industries. Are the 
hourly rates of pay pretty much the same regardless of 
size of construction firm, or do the larger firms pay more 
than do the smaller firms? Also, are the hourly rates of 
pay in the various areas about the same, or do some areas 
pay substantially more than others? In addition, are 
there wide variations within a given size of firm group, 
or within a given area? The data in the accompanying 
table and chart based on the experience as of February, 
1950, attempt to throw some light on these questions. 

Various factors could account for the relatively high 
level of wages as well as variation in wages. To mention 
a few, the seasonality of the construction industry, the 
supply relative to the demand for construction labor, the 
different skills among construction workers, the bargain- 
ing position of construction labor, and the different types 
of construction activity carried on by the various firms 
such as plumbing vs. decorating vs. road work vs. build- 
ing construction in general, are all factors affecting wage 
rates. 

In spite of these qualitative factors which might make 
for wide differences in wage rates, a considerable amount 
of homogeneity exists in the average hourly earnings per 
wage earner per firm as between different size firms. As 
between different areas, however, relatively wide varia- 
tion does exist. Within the different size groups and the 
different areas, not very much variation exists. 


Small vs. Large Firms 

Average Hourly Earnings Per Wage Earner Per Firm— 
In those firms employing one to three persons, the average 
hourly earnings per wage earner per firm amounted to 
$1.94. Average hourly earnings in the size group four 
to seven employees amounted to $1.90 per employee. In 
the next size group, eight to nineteen employees, firms 
paid on the average $2.03 an hour per employee. In 
the size group, twenty to forty-nine employees, average 


Percentage Distribution of the Numbers of Firms, by 
Average Hourly Earnings Per Wage Earner Per 
Firm, by Size and Location of Firm, Construction 

Industry, Ohio, February, 1950 


Size of Firm (No. of Employees) Location of Firm 
Average Hrly. 
Earnings Per Total 8 ~— 
Wage Earner | | 47 | 8-19 | 20-49| 50-99 | Lar, Than 
(Dollars) Counties 8 
Counties 
$ .70-1.10 5.1 1.7 0.6 0 0 1.5 3.1 
1.10-1.40 7.3 12.6 6.3 3.8 0 4.3 16.5 
1.40-1.70 17.5 18.5 13.1 5.7 10.7 10.6 26.8 
1.70-2.00 17.5 21.0 21.1 17.0 25.0 18.0 24.4 
2.00-2.30 32.8 29.4 38.9 52.8 53.6 43.3 21.3 
2.30-2.60 15.3 14.3 14.3 13.2 10.7 17.5 4.7 
-60—-2.90 3.6 2.5 3.4 5.7 0 3.5 2.4 
9.90-3.60 0.7 0 2.3 1.9 0 1.3 0.8 
Total 99.8 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.1 | 100.0 100.0 100.0 
$1.70-2.60 65.7 64.7 74.3 83.0 89.3 78.7 50.4 
Total Firms | 137 119 175 53 28 295 127 
Ave. Hrly. 
Earnings 1.94 1.90 2.03 2.13 2.04 2.06 1.76 
Coefficient of 
Variation™ | 23.6 21.9 20.0 16.3 11.9 18.8 23.8 


® The greater the figure the greater the variation in average hourly 
earnings. 

Source: Based on reports received from 522 Ohio construction firms. 
These firms are part of the United States Department of Labor, 
Bureau of Labor Statistics employment sample. 

Note: Of the 10 firms reporting employment of 100 and over persons, 7 
paid an average of between $2.00 and $2.30 per hour. 


hourly earnings per employee per firm amounted to $2.13. 
Average hourly earnings per employee per firm in the size 
group, fifty to ninety-nine, amounted to $2.04, while in 
the largest size group, one hundred employees and over, 
average hourly earnings amounted to $2.15. 

In general, the average of the hourly rates paid by the 
different firms in the different size groups was relatively 
similar. 

Variation in Average Hourly Earnings Per Wage Earn- 
er Per Firm—About two-thirds of the firms in the size 
groups of one to three employees and four to seven em- 
ployees paid on the average between $1.70 and $2.60 an 
hour. Close to three-fourths, or 75 per cent, of the firms 
in the size group eight to nineteen employees paid on the 
average $1.70 to $2.60 an hour. Ejighty-three per cent 
of the firms in the size group twenty to forty-nine em- 
ployees fell within the average hourly class $1.70 to $2.60 
per hour. About 89 per cent of the firms within the size 
group fifty to ninety-nine employees paid on the average 
between $1.70 and $2.60 an hour, and in the largest size 
group, one hundred employees and over, 90 per cent of 
the firms averaged between $1.70 and $2.60 per hour per 
employee. 


Percentage Distribution of Number of Firms, by Average 
Hourly Earnings Per Wage Earner Per Firm, and 
Location of Firm, Construction Industry, 

Ohio, February, 1950 


140 170 200 230 260 
AVERAGE HOURLY EARNINGS (DOLLARS) 

In general, the variation in the average rates paid by 
the different firms within the different size groups is not 
very great. The variation in the larger firms, however, 
is smaller than the variation in the smaller firms. 


Small Industrial vs. Large Industrial Areas 

Average Hourly Earnings Per Wage Earner Per Firm— 
Construction firms in the less industrialized areas (coun- 
ties other than the 8 large industrial counties) paid on 
the average about 15 per cent less per hour per wage 
earner than did construction firms in the larger industrial 
areas (8 large counties). The average of the average 
hourly earnings per firm in the less industrial areas 
amounted to $1.76 as compared with $2.06 in the larger 
industrial areas. 

Variation in Average Hourly Earnings Per Wage Earn- 
er Per Firm—About 50 per cent of the firms in the less 
industrial areas as compared with 79 per cent of the firms 
in the larger industrial areas, paid, on the average, be- 
tween $1.70 and $2.60 an hour. These per cents indicate 
less variation in the average hourly earnings per wage 
earner in the firms in the larger industrial areas than in 
the less industrial areas. Sam Arnold 

1 Construction industry is characterized by firms. = 
total 11,221 contract construction companies in Ohio, 56 per cen 

ployed from 0 to 3 persons, 23 per cent employed from 4 to 7 * sat 
a dh 14 per cent employed from 8 to 19 ag and 7 per cent em- 
ployed 20 persons or more. These figures are on data published 


by the United States of Commerce, Business Pat- 
terns, First Quarter, 1 
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